
The following  represents the areas of learning which  will be a focus for your child during 
this school year. We know all students come to school at different starting points in their 
learning. Together with your support, our job will be to start where your child is at  in their 
learning and move them forward….to the right… in the direction of the arrow. In this way, 
the learning journey for each child will be individualized.
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Grade 8 Learning Progressions

Note to Parents:

Aspect

Learning Behaviours for Success

Attitude

Is always positive about 
learning and tries to 
influence others

Most of the time is 
positive about learning

Is sometimes positive 
about learning

Is rarely positive about 
learning

Perseverance

Not giving up When challenged, almost 
never gives up; seeks new 
challenges

When challenged, seldom 
gives up

When challenged, 
sometimes gives up

When challenged, gives up 
easily

Engagement

Active Participation and Thinking Always a curious, fully 
focused and involved 
learner

Most of the time is a 
curious, fully focused and 
involved learner

Sometimes involved in 
learning

Not generally involved in 
learning

Teamwork

Always:
- participates 
cooperatively 
-contributes to the 
thinking and work
-respects and encourages 
all voices

Most of the time: 
-participates cooperatively 
-contributes to the 
thinking and work
-works well with most 
people

Sometimes: 
-participates cooperatively
-works well with some 
people

Rarely:
- participates cooperatively

Responsibility

• Respects others’ right to learn
• Attends class on time
• Refers to criteria to complete and improve 
work
• Meets deadlines
• Brings supplies to class

Is consistently a 
responsible student

Most of the time 
demonstrates 
responsibility

Sometimes demonstrates 
responsibility

Rarely demonstrates 
responsibility

Health

(Student and Parent to discuss this together)

• Makes healthy eating choices
• Gets a full night’s sleep
• Exercises daily 
• Demonstrates and seeks positive 
relationships
• Respectfully advocates for self and others

ConsistentlyMost of the timeSometimesRarely



Aspect

Oral Language

Active Listening and Thinking

Understanding information and instructions Consistently understandsUsually understandsSometimes understandsNeeds support to 
understand

Recognizing bias and different 
perspectives, interpreting purpose

Consistently recognizes 
and clearly understands 
the purpose of the 
discussion, conversation 
or presentation

Usually recognizes and has 
a good understanding of 
the purpose of the 
discussion, conversation 
or presentation

Sometimes recognizes and 
generally understands the 
purpose of the discussion, 
conversation or 
presentation

Needs support to 
understand  the purpose 
of the discussion, 
conversation or 
presentation

Responding

Contributions to 
discussions and 
conversations are 
thoughtful and thought-
provoking

Voluntarily contributes 
relevant ideas, questions 
and connections to 
discussions and 
conversations

When called upon 
contributes relevant ideas, 
questions and connections 
to a discussions or 
conversations

Needs support to 
contribute relevant ideas, 
questions and connections 
to discussions or 
conversations

Speaking  and Thinking

Presentation of ideas Presents ideas and 
arguments effectively 
using descriptive and 
persuasive language; 
organization is focused 
and ideas are developed 
clearly and convincingly

Presents ideas and 
arguments through 
persuasive and descriptive 
language; organizes and 
develops ideas clearly and 
logically

Uses mostly literal 
language with few details 
to express ideas; at times, 
difficult to follow

States ideas or arguments 
with few or any details; 
language is sometimes 
vague or imprecise; 
confusing organization 
and limited development



Aspect

Reading

Fluency

While reading various forms of text Independently and 
fluently reads complex 
text; new words do not 
interrupt fluency

Independently and 
fluently reads increasingly 
complex text; new words 
do not interrupt fluency

Reads simple text with 
growing independence, 
and fluency; new words 
may disrupt fluency; some 
support may be needed

Needs direct and ongoing 
support to develop 
fluency with simple text; 
sounds out new words

Comprehension

Identifying main ideas Accurately restates main 
ideas in own words; may 
attempt to synthesize or 
group ideas

Accurately restates main 
ideas in own words

Identifies some key ideas; 
does not yet paraphrase in 
own words

May locate some general 
information but omits 
some important details

Making Connections

Makes specific, insightful, 
thoughtful connections to 
own experiences and prior 
knowledge

Makes clear and logical 
connections with some 
insight to own experiences 
and prior knowledge

Makes simple, obvious 
connections to own 
experiences and prior 
knowledge

Needs support to make 
connections to own 
experiences and prior 
knowledge

Expresses reactions and opinions

Offers thoughtful, well 
supported, relevant 
reactions and opinions

Offers straightforward 
relevant reactions and 
opinions supported by 
reasons and examples

Offers simple, relevant 
reactions and opinions 
with minimal supporting 
evidence

Offers general reactions 
and opinions with little or 
no supporting detail

Interpretations and inferences

Interpretations and 
inferences are logical and 
insightful with well-
chosen, convincing 
evidence

Interpretations and 
inferences are logical and 
obvious with supporting 
evidence

Interpretations and 
inferences are simple with 
partial evidence

Interpretations and 
inferences are limited 
and/ or illogical



Aspect

Writing

Meaning

Clear purpose with relevant and accurate 
supporting details, description, examples, 
quotes, connections

Ideas are well-developed 
and create an impact

Ideas are well-developed 
with supporting detail

Ideas are simple with 
some supporting details

Ideas need more detail to 
be clear

Form

Introduction Engaging beginning with a 
clear purpose that 
effectively grabs the 
reader’s attention

Interesting beginning with 
a clear purpose that tries 
to grab the reader’s 
attention

Basic beginning that sets 
the purpose

Confusing beginning that 
doesn’t set the purpose

Body

organization Ideas are effectively 
organized in a logical, well-
chosen sequence

Similar ideas are grouped 
together and develop 
logically

Is beginning to group 
related ideas; focus may 
wander

Ideas are unrelated and 
focus wanders

Transitions between ideas and 
paragraphs

Joined by smooth 
transitions

Transitions may be abruptIs beginning to use 
transitions

Not yet using transitions

Conclusion

Effective ending that ties 
up the writing and has 
impact

Logical ending that 
attempts to tie up the 
writing and have impact

Ending is predictable, 
abrupt or hard to believe

Ending is missing or 
doesn’t make sense

Paragraphing

Consistently uses 
paragraphs correctly

Most of the time uses 
paragraphs correctly

Is beginning to use 
paragraphs correctly

No paragraphs evident

Following the rules of a chosen format

e.g. paragraphs, essays, poems, stories, 
reports, power points…

 Successfully applies the 
rules; required features 
are clear and effective

Follows the rules; required 
features are clear and 
complete

Attempts to follow the 
rules; required features 
may be incomplete or 
flawed

Does not yet follow the 
rules; required features 
are omitted or don’t make 
sense

Style

Word choice Language is clear, varied 
and precise; effectively 
chooses and uses 
descriptive words, new 
vocabulary and literary 
techniques

Language is clear, varied 
and precise; uses 
descriptive words, new 
vocabulary and literary 
techniques

Language is generally 
simple and at times 
vague; is trying to use 
some descriptive words, 
new vocabulary and 
literary techniques

Language is often 
repetitive, simple, and 
conversational; may use 
incorrect words

Sentences

Writing flows smoothly 
with a variety of effective 
sentence patterns and 
lengths

Uses a variety of sentence 
patterns and lengths; 
some may be awkward

Uses a few basic sentence 
patterns

Sentences are often short 
and choppy or long and 
awkward

Voice

Demonstrates passion and 
personality; unique 
thoughts, feelings and 
insights are evident; 
audience is engaged

Shows personality; unique 
thoughts and feelings are 
evident; audience is 
considered

Some personality evident; 
includes thoughts and 
feelings; some 
consideration for audience

Personality not evident 
yet; limited thoughts or 
feelings; has not yet 
considered audience

Conventions

Conventions
Spelling, sentences, punctuation, grammar, 
paragraphs

Very few errors in 
complex words and 
structures except when 
experimenting with 
language; meaning is 
clear; work is polished

Errors in complex words 
and structures are 
noticeable but meaning is 
clear; some evidence of 
proofreading

Errors in basic words and 
structures are noticeable 
but don’t interfere with 
meaning; little evidence of 
proofreading

Frequent errors make 
writing hard to 
understand; no evidence 
of proofreading



Aspect

Math

Understanding Concepts

Understands the math 
concepts completely and 
makes connections to 
other concepts, strategies 
and real-life situations

Understands the math 
concept completely; work 
is complete

Shows some 
understanding of the 
concept; some parts of 
the work are unclear or 
incomplete

Shows little understanding 
of the concept; work is  
unclear or incomplete; 
needs more time, 
instruction and support

Accuracy

Work and thinking are 
accurate and precise with 
few, if any, errors

Work and thinking are 
usually accurate; may 
have some minor errors

Work and thinking are 
partially accurate; needs 
some support

Work and thinking 
demonstrate limited 
accuracy; needs more 
time, instruction and 
support

Reasoning

Estimation and mental math strategies Consistently estimates to 
determine if answers are 
reasonable and can 
explain why

Often estimates to 
determine if an answer is 
reasonable

Starting to use estimation 
to determine if answers 
are reasonable

Unable to understand if an 
answer is reasonable

Problem Solving

Chooses appropriate 
strategies and 
manipulatives to 
successfully solve more 
complex problems; makes 
connections to other 
learning

Uses appropriate 
strategies and 
manipulatives to 
successfully solve 
problems

Uses some appropriate 
strategies and 
manipulatives to 
successfully solve some 
problems; may need some 
support

Does not use the right 
strategy or manipulatives; 
needs ongoing support

Communicating  Thinking

Clearly explains thinking 
using mathematical 
language; is able to offer 
different ways to find 
solutions

Explains the steps and 
answers using some 
mathematical language; 
includes all important 
steps

Partly explains answers 
but may leave out some 
important steps or 
information

Not yet able to explain 
their thinking; needs more 
time, instruction and 
support



Aspect

Social Studies

Thinking Critically

• compare • classify 
• imagine  • infer 
• verify • interpret  
• question • analyze  
• recognize bias 
• recognize themes
• identify problems or issues
• summarize 
• draw conclusions
• use analogies

Independently uses critical 
thinking to ask deep 
questions, support ideas, 
and take action; at times, 
challenges self to go 
beyond

Most of the time 
independently uses critical 
thinking to question, 
support ideas and take 
action

Sometimes uses critical 
thinking to ask questions 
and support ideas; 
independence is growing

Is beginning to think 
critically

Assessing, Gathering, Organizing, and 
Analyzing Reliable / Relevant 
Information

Takes notes and summarizes
• from a variety of sources
such as graphs, tables, maps, timelines, 
photos, text, mass media, community experts
• using organizers such as webs, pros and 
cons / cause and effect charts, outlines…

Independently researches, 
selects and organizes 
relevant information from 
a variety of reliable 
sources and goes beyond 
what is asked

Most of the time can 
independently research, 
select and organize 
relevant information from 
a variety of reliable sources

Sometimes can 
independently research, 
select and organize key 
information from a 
growing number of 
sources

Is beginning to research 
key information from a 
limited number of sources

Communicating Knowledge

• in writing
• orally
• using pictures, diagrams, maps, graphs…
• through drama
• using technology e.g. power point, photo 
story, video

Effectively and accurately 
presents knowledge and 
makes connections to 
other learning

Most of the time has a 
good understanding and 
can independently show 
their learning

Is beginning to understand 
and show learning

Shows little understanding 
of the topic

Aspect

Science

Using Critical Thinking Skills

• questioning
• observing  
• interpreting and representing information
• hypothesizing
• conducting experiments 
• investigating
• controlling variables
• problem solving

Consistently uses the 
targeted scientific skills 
accurately, thoroughly 
and independently

Most of the time uses the 
targeted scientific skills 
accurately and 
independently

Sometimes uses the 
targeted scientific skills 
accurately; occasionally 
lacks consistency; may 
require some support

Uses some skills at a more 
basic level; lacks 
consistency; needs support

Communicating Knowledge and 
Understanding

Demonstrates an excellent 
understanding of the 
topics studied and is often 
able to make connections 
with the real world and 
previous knowledge; 
consistently uses scientific 
vocabulary easily and 
precisely

Demonstrates a good 
understanding of the 
topics studied, at times 
making connections with 
the real world and 
previous knowledge; most 
of the time uses scientific 
vocabulary accurately

Some of the time 
demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
topics studied; sometimes 
makes connections with 
the real world and 
previous knowledge; is 
able to use scientific 
vocabulary some of the 
time

Needs support to 
demonstrate a beginning 
understanding of the 
topics studied and make 
connections with the real 
world and previous 
knowledge; is not yet able 
to use scientific vocabulary

Scientific Responsibility

• Using scientific materials and equipment 
with care 
• Respect for living things and the 
environment

Is a consistently 
responsible scientist who 
can apply their knowledge 
to the benefit of self, 
society and the 
environment

Is a consistently 
responsible scientist

Sometimes is a 
responsible scientist; may 
need support at times

Needs support and 
guidelines to participate in 
a responsible way



Aspect

Physical Development

Participation

Fully participates in all P.E. 
activities and encourages 
others to join in

Fully participates in all P.E. 
activates

At times needs 
encouragement to 
participate

Does not participate

Physical Fitness

Participates in vigorous 
physical activities  with 
little or no need for 
recovery periods

 Participates actively in 
moderate to vigorous 
physical activities with 
short recovery periods

Participates in moderate 
physical activity with 
occasional rest intervals

With support and 
frequent rest intervals, 
participates in physical 
activities

Skills

Consistently demonstrates 
correct technique

Usually demonstrates 
correct technique

With some support 
demonstrates correct 
technique

Not yet able to 
demonstrate correct 
technique

Safety, Sportsmanship, Leadership

Consistently and 
effectively models safe 
participation, fair play, 
and leadership

Usually participates safely 
and demonstrates fair 
play and leadership

With some support 
participates safely and 
demonstrates fair play 
and leadership

Needs support to 
participates safely and 
demonstrates fair play 
and leadership

Aspect

French or Ka Kwala

Language Skill Development

Fully participates in 
learning a second 
language and applies new 
vocabulary and grammar 
to express ideas; seeks to  
further their language skills

Fully participates in 
learning a second 
language and applies new 
vocabulary and grammar 
to express ideas

Usually participates in 
learning a second 
language and is beginning 
to apply new vocabulary 
and grammar to express 
ideas

Needs encouragement  
and support to participate 
in learning a second 
language and apply new 
vocabulary and grammar 
to express ideas

Cultural Knowledge and Appreciation

Demonstrates knowledge 
and appreciation of the 
culture; seeks to 
experience further aspects 
of the culture

Demonstrates knowledge 
and appreciation of the 
culture

Demonstrates some 
knowledge and 
appreciation of the culture

Demonstrates some 
knowledge and 
appreciation of the culture



Successful Learning in ________________ Explorations

Not Yet There
Rarely demonstrates

Getting There
Rarely demonstrates

Not Yet There
Most of the time demonstrates

Not Yet There
Always demonstrates

Aspect

Attitude

Most of the time is 
positive about learning

Most of the time is 
positive about learning

Is sometimes positive 
about learning

Is rarely positive about 
learning

Engagement

Thinking competency Is a  curious, fully focused 
and involved learner

Is mostly a curious, fully 
focused and involved 
learner

Sometimes is involved in 
learning

Not generally involved in 
learning

Responsibility

Personal and Social Competencies □ Respects others’ right to 
learn
□ Attends class on time
□ Completes work based 
on criteria 
□ Meets deadlines
□ Brings supplies to class 
□ Follows safety rules
□ Completes clean up tasks

□ Respects others’ right to 
learn
□ Attends class on time
□ Completes work based 
on criteria 
□ Meets deadlines
□ Brings supplies to class 
□ Follows safety rules
□ Completes clean up tasks

□ Respects others’ right to 
learn
□ Attends class on time
□ Completes work based 
on criteria 
□ Meets deadlines
□ Brings supplies to class 
□ Follows safety rules
□ Completes clean up tasks

□ Respects others’ right to 
learn
□ Attends class on time
□ Completes work based 
on criteria 
□ Meets deadlines
□ Brings supplies to class 
□ Follows safety rules
□ Completes clean up tasks

Teamwork

Communication competency □ participates 
cooperatively
□ respects and 
encourages others
□ makes a positive 
contribution to class 
learning

□ participates 
cooperatively 
□ works well with most 
people
□ makes a positive 
contribution to class 
learning

□ participates 
cooperatively
□ works well with some 
people
□ makes a positive 
contribution to class 
learning

□ participates 
cooperatively
□ chooses to work with 
others
□ makes a positive 
contribution to class 
learning

Key Concepts and skills

Demonstrates an 
exceptional and  thorough 
understanding of all 
concepts explored in 
course and  demonstrates 
a strong level of skills

Fully demonstrates a 
strong understanding of 
all concepts explored in 
course and actively works 
towards developing skills

Minimally demonstrates 
an understanding of 
concepts explored in 
course and is working 
towards developing skills

Demonstrates little or no 
understanding of concepts 
explored in course and still 
needs to work towards 
developing skills
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